¢ Mantey

e

Flowers at Sea @

Currently, Roval Flora-
Holland delivers 95 per-
cent of its lowers by truck,
according to Christo van
der Meer, senior supply
chain consultant. How-
ever, that could change.
The company's Flowers@
Sea initiative, a sea-fraight
service for flowers, offers
transport from major pro-
duction regions around
the world to customers
via shipping. The service
boasts an optimal con-
tainer climate during
transport by ship. Its aim
is to improve the vase life
of cut flowers, along with
reducing transport costs.
Mewer believes that imple-
menting a multimodal
strategy—air, ocean and
road—can also decrease
carbon emissions.
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Cold chain capabilities—even for the most fragile
of flowers—are growing in the logistics sector.

he cold chain is made up
of equipment, technalogy
and services that cnable the

FANSPoOre of Temperatre

sensitive produces with climate-con
technodogices and safeguards to protece

product integrity: Tr:

wiarchousing fresh flowers, for instance,

I'Cl'|'|]:_l'|: e TEMPCrATINGS. [0 survive the

journey from grower to customer. Bur the

following companies prove it can not onky
be done, but done well, when offering the

right mode of transport and rechnelogy.
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DELTA CARGO

Dielra Cargo transports more than

N THE COLD CHAIN

including demestic and internarional
flowwers. The company touts its Variation

Fresh temperature-controlled service

an oftcring that is ideal for shipping
perishables like flowers, which are
characterized by a shore life span, or rapid
dererioration when exposed o extreme

remperamres and adverse condi
W THOE
boarding priority

To deliver flowers to their des

Fresh service comes with a high

d fast connections.

n, Delta

Cargo needs the capacity and certain

on time and in pristine conditi

capabilities. Gareth Joyee, president,
confirms, “Dielra Cargo urilizes the cargo
capacity of all Delea mainline aircraft
globally, as well as a well-structured,
remperature-controlled trucking netwodk if
rceded. We have coalers to support these

delicate commeodities in our cargo facilitics

around the world and can provide active,
remperamire-controlled containers”
Dielra Cargo doessit juse move flowers,

thoughs it also affers peace of mind.

Jovee savs, “We have eemperature-control
handling codes added to air wayhills, s0 our

rations team can handle termperatore

sensitive produces appropriately. Cargo

covers are nsed, in some cases, to keep the

required ternperatune, while mackin

tracing is possible via DeleaCargo.c
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Sz Cut costs Use
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Trades more than greenhouse trolleys
12 B I I_ [_ I O' N of the world's gas emissions ti trangpont
market share by 8796 with flowers in the
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for flowers plants

multimodal strategqy wdrehouse

SEACON LOGISTICS

IO T.-\.lr‘:

ristics service

provider specializing in overscas

freight forwarding, also handles

perishables and flowers. (Gé Coenen,

SCNIGE Ty

anager of air and cocan

ance officer, says, “We offer

OO

a full range of service from import,

NPT, ST C learance, “':l.l'l:hn..ll:l.*;l".fr

value-added logi and European

distribution. Our concept i= based on

handling cargo via multimodal inland

container ferminals.”
For nearbw destinations, Seacon

5 fowr

calls upon the help of its part

eoad transpost, while it affers reefer

tainer capabilitics to transport

shables for short-sea and

international destinations. If speed is

of paramount concern, which is often
the case when dealing with flowers,
Scacon uses its air-freighe operaton
ar Ameterdam Alrport
Schiphol. “We abways

choose the bese

in order for

moda Ty
the goods o arrive at

their destination in the

besr possible condirion,
Coenen adds.
Seacon continuously monitors

e

mperatures through temperanine

logging devices that are available

with a GPS, so it can better contral
and adapt to temperatures. “In case
of overseas serviees, the Babbler [a

wircless, reusahle, ramper-evidene seal

with a temperarure log | container

security device also could be used, bue

s far, this device onby records data and

is not (et} linked to the refrigeration

uni further

although Cocnen thir
development is underway.

VERSACOLD LOGISTICS
SERVICES

VersaCold [.I.?Ir';

services not

only operates several asser-based

third- parry I

dedicared £

kinds of temperature-sens

Thus far, ;

- Seacon uses multimodal inland
container terminals to handle cargo.

"We're very technology-enabled because all

It's an area that requires a real degree

we do is temperature-sensitive product.

of knowledge and investment’

transponation companics, but alse a

ics operation with

acilities and assers, such as

warchouscs and trucks. The company,
which transports perishahles around

the world by air and occan, handles all

t has ooly done small

volumes of flowers, bur thar docan't

mean it isn’t qualified. When it comes

to time- and temperatre-sensitive

product, such as flowers, VersaC

r freight. Douglas
Tarrison, president and CECY, boasts,
“VerzaCold is the largest temperature

sensitive supply chain oo

wth

{a, one of the top fou

In order o
keep perishahles

.‘:ll.l.{

fresh, Versa
incorporates
automated
n:.'lu‘.».-l».:_s: ica 1o
MONIEDT IeMperanines on a real

time hasis, so it can respond to

anonralics quickly to ensure produce

docsnt detericrate. “We're very

technology-emabled becanse all we do

is temperamire-sensitive product. Its

an area thar requines a real degree of

knowledge and investment, specif

arcumnd ¢ s requirernent

uct." I larrison

or scnsitivity of
imues, “Tn time, as the technology

1 we're looking to be able to

allow customers o reccive ant
real-time track and trace, and other

capahiliti

.50 they can sec where

the product iz, and underseand the

rature it's at and when it will be

delivered to the receiving location.”
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itive products.

America and onc of

the tap 10 globally.”
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— DOUGLAS HARRISON, VE LD
ROMARK LOGISTICS
Accarding o Rovee Aulman Je,

COO of Rom

prohably handle the largest propa

in the world.” The comy v a full

servioe third-party logistics provider
with a flect of refrigerated equipment,

ribution,

helps coondinace the dis
warchousing and rranspomarion of
All of

our vehicles are equipped with GPS

terial, or flowe

propagated «

and DeMiperaniire irc ;';il'lg-:, 50 CUSTOITICTS

can not only view the position of

their product, but also have real-time

ility: Thar is what we

ety dl

temperature visi

do to cnsure reries without

primary mode of transportation §
Aultman says, “Most of the process is

like a relay race. The haton is handed to
us at the airport when we go to recover

the product, which we cither pick up

and rake directly to the customer, or

stare the product here uneil it's released,

ar all times maineaining the cold chain.
It’'s mever broken. Flowers are a highly

perishable product, so they usu:

no more than 24 hours in our f
sometimes just a couple of hours.”

The company also uses alarm sensors.
“Our facilirics have 24/7 remperatre

monitoring with set thresholds,” says

Aultman. “If the temperamre gets close

to the threshold, we're alerted via texe

and emails. We have contingencies [in

place] if we do have issucs.”

Flower logistics is rife with obstacles,

but cald ch: oviders anc arming

themselves

and equipment, and their toolbos,

as well as their capabilities, are cver

g ;'n'in-,-_.
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